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The Indiana General Assembly is 
composed of 150 men and women 
representing many occupations. 
Members of the Senate are elected 
for four-year terms, but not all at the 
same time; 25 of the 50 are elected 
every two years. All 100 members of 
the House are elected every two 
years.  

Citizen legislators are representa-
tive of their districts, reflecting the 
varied needs and concerns of Hoo-
siers across Indiana. Together, leg-
islators discuss their differing views 
and work collectively to develop 
public policies which will benefit the 
entire state. 

Our citizen-type legislature was cre-
ated to provide citizens with an op-
portunity to participate in the legis-
lative process, thus allowing them 
to express their ideas and be a vital 
link between government and the 
people.  

As your State Senator, I welcome 
your thoughts and ideas. Please feel 
free to contact me to relate your 
views or problems you have with 
state government either by phone, 
mail or electronic email. 

Citizen Legislature 
Provided by: 

Indiana State Senate 
Democrat Caucus 

How a Bill  
Becomes Law Indiana Senate Democrats 

Statehouse, Senate Chamber 
200 West Washington Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2785 

Toll-free: 800-382-9467 
www/in.gov/senate_democrats 

Legislative Sessions 

Prior to 1970, the legislature met 
only once during a two-year term. In 
1970, Hoosiers voted to allow legis-
lators to determine the length and 
frequency of their sessions.  Now 
the Indiana General Assembly 
meets every year. During odd-
numbered years, state law requires 
lawmakers to adjourn by April 29, 
and during even-numbered years, 
the legislature must conclude busi-
ness by March 14. Each chamber 
determines the number of working 
days during session. The governor 
has the power to call a special ses-
sion at any time. 

Election Qualifications 

To seek election to the State Sen-
ate or House, you must be: 
 

∗ A United States citizen. 
∗ A resident of Indiana for at 

least two years. 
∗ An inhabitant of your district 

for one year. 
∗ Senators must be at least 25 

years of age when elected. 
∗ Representatives must be at 

least 21 years of age. 
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The Indi-

ana Gen-

eral As-

sembly 

consists of 

150 legis-

lators, 100 in the House of Repre-

sentatives and 50 in the State Sen-

ate, chosen by popular election from 

legislative districts. The Indiana Gen-

eral Assembly has the power and 

duty of making the state laws which 

ultimately affect the daily lives of all 

Hoosiers.  

INITIAL STAGE – Various individuals 

and community groups work to-

gether with legislators to enact all 

types of laws. Usually responding to 

a need in a community, legislators 

will have bills drafted by legal spe-

cialists and work to move their initia-

tives through the legislative process. 

FIRST READING – Once a bill has 

been assigned a bill number and 

introduced, it is assigned to a stand-

ing committee in its house of origin. 

Standing committees cover specific 

fields of interest such as education, 
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OPPOSITE CHAMBER – Bills which 

are not amended by the second 

house proceed to the governor for his 

review. Bills which have been 

amended by the opposite chamber 

must be approved by the house of 

origin. When agreements cannot be 

reached, bills are sent to conference 

committees.  

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE – Com-

prised of two members from each 

chamber and each political party, 

these committees work out their dif-

ferences. Conference committee re-

ports must be approved by both 

chambers before the legislation may 

proceed to the governor. 

GOVERNOR – Once the governor re-

ceives legislation which has been 

approved by both chambers, he has 

seven days to sign the bill into law, let 

it become law without his signature, 

or veto 

the bill.  

A ve-

toed 

bill 

may 

still 

become law if 51 Representatives 

and 26 Senators vote to override the 

Governor’s veto. 
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corrections, health, and finance. 

COMMITTEE HEARING – Committee 

members debate the merits of each 

proposed measure during public hear-

ings. Citizens are encouraged to at-

tend these hearings and offer their 

opinions on pending legislation. Bills 

may be changed during this part of 

the process. After testimony has been 

received and discussion has taken 

place, members cast votes on each 

proposal. Approved proposals are 

eligible to move on to second reading. 

SECOND READING – At this stage, 

bills are considered by the full cham-

ber, and any member may offer 

changes from the chamber floor. 

Amendments which are approved are 

incorporated into the legislation. 

THIRD READING – The whole cham-

ber has an opportunity to speak on 

the merits of a bill before casting a 

vote to pass or defeat the final draft. 

A majority vote sends the legislation 

to the opposite chamber where the 

process is repeated. 
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The Indiana State House 
at twilight. 


